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Joe Skeen was a true leader in the fight 

against Parkinson’s Disease. Over the years, 
the Working Group has sought to increase 
awareness among Members of Congress on 
Parkinson’s related issues. Most importantly, 
the Working Group advocates for accelerated 
and increased funding for Parkinson’s re-
search in the hopes that we soon find the cure 
for what leading scientists call the most cur-
able neurological disorder. 

We will carry on the fight to cure Parkin-
son’s, in part, inspired by the legacy of the 
great Joe Skeen. This bill ensures that the 
people of New Mexico and those around the 
country never forget our friend, Joe. I fully 
support its passage in honor of Joe Skeen— 
a true national treasure. 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TERRY). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. BURNS) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3734. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3428 
and H.R. 3734, the measures just con-
cluded by the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

THE ADOPTION TAX RELIEF 
GUARANTEE ACT 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1057) to repeal the sunset of the 
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001 with respect to 
the expansion of the adoption credit 
and adoption assistance programs. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 1057 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as ‘‘The Adoption 
Tax Relief Guarantee Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF APPLICABILITY OF SUNSET 

OF THE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND 
TAX RELIEF RECONCILIATION ACT 
OF 2001 WITH RESPECT TO ADOP-
TION CREDIT AND ADOPTION AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS. 

Section 901 of the Economic Growth and 
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(c) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply to the amendments made by section 
202 (relating to expansion of adoption credit 
and adoption assistance programs).’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

Michigan (Mr. CAMP) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. CAMP). 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 1057, a bill to make permanent 
the adoption tax credit and assistance 
programs contained within the Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Relief Act, 
which we passed in 2001. 

The importance of the Adoption Tax 
Relief Guarantee Act could not be 
clearer: helping abandoned children 
find safe, loving, permanent homes. 
Three years ago, we took a giant step 
forward. Our failure to act today would 
be an equally giant step backward. 

The adoption tax credits were origi-
nally limited to 10 years. No child 
should have limits placed on their 
hopes, dreams, and opportunities for 
the future, and no loving parent willing 
to take a child in should be denied due 
to the financial burdens imposed by the 
adoption process. By voting in favor of 
H.R. 1057, we will eliminate the sunset 
and will make adoptions easier for all 
families for generations to come. 

Adoptions can be prohibitively ex-
pensive. Licensed private adoption 
agencies charge fees ranging from 
$4,000 to $30,000. Independent adoptions 
can cost anywhere from $8,000 to 
$30,000. If the adoption tax credit is 
cut, the prior law level of $5,000, many 
families will not be able to afford adop-
tions. Money may not be able to buy 
you love, but in the case of adoptions, 
it may keep you from it. 

There are over 565,000 children in 
publicly-funded foster care waiting to 
be adopted. Even more are in the pri-
vate system. Cutting the adoption tax 
credit will make it more difficult to 
move children out of foster care and 
into permanent homes. With H.R. 1057, 
we will permanently put the health and 
safety of children first and give our Na-
tion’s foster children a fighting chance. 
We cannot allow this credit to lapse. 
Over half a million children are count-
ing on us to finish the job we started 
over a year ago. 

Temporary is not an option for adop-
tion, and it should not be for this tax 
credit either. I urge my colleagues to 
support this vital piece of legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, there is broad bipar-
tisan support for assisting adoptive 
families in meeting their expenses. 
Helping families afford the cost of 
adopting children in loving homes is 
clearly a worthy policy, and targeted 
tax relief can help promote that goal. I, 
therefore, support this effort to elimi-
nate the sunset provision in the cur-
rent adoption tax credit, and I want to 
compliment my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP), for 
his work and leadership on this issue. 

This extension is particularly worth-
while given the change in the adoption 

tax credit that took effect last year. 
Let me just point that out, Mr. Speak-
er, the adoption tax credit now pro-
vides a guaranteed $10,000 tax credit for 
the adoption of special-needs children 
who are classified as being more dif-
ficult to place for adoption because of 
certain factors, including physical, 
mental or emotional impairment. Prior 
to that change, it was very difficult for 
people adopting special-needs children 
to qualify for the tax credit. In fact, 
less than 15 percent did, because many 
of their expenses included in the adop-
tion credit were already paid for. 

We know that people who adopt chil-
dren with special needs incur addi-
tional costs, including modifying their 
home to take care of the physical im-
pairments of the child and other types 
of expenses. Now that we have modified 
the tax credit, those families can take 
advantage of this $10,000 credit, and 
therefore, it is really helping deal with 
the placement of special-needs chil-
dren, one additional reason why it is 
important for this tax credit program 
to continue without interruption, one 
additional reason why this legislation 
should pass. 

My only regret about this legislation 
is that there was no effort to offset its 
cost. Relative to the other tax exten-
sions, the cost of the adoption tax cred-
it is relatively modest. Let me point 
out, Mr. Speaker, that the sunset pro-
vision is now in the year 2010. There 
are many other tax provisions that 
have much sooner sunset dates that we 
have not acted on yet and we need to 
deal with. 

I support this change, and it has a 
modest cost, but I am sorry that we did 
not take advantage of this opportunity 
to close some tax loopholes, including 
those available to companies who ship 
jobs overseas, that could have offset 
easily the cost of this bill so we do not 
continue to add to the growing deficit. 

The current budget deficit is $422 bil-
lion in this fiscal year, and it is pro-
jected to grow to over $1.6 trillion over 
the next 5 years. This amount will be 
added to a current overall of $7.3 tril-
lion. It should, therefore, be no sur-
prise that we are about to raise our 
government debt limit for the third 
time in just the last 3 years. At some 
point, we are going to have to own up 
to the fact that we are simply passing 
on our obligations to our children rath-
er than living within our means. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope we will find a 
way to pay for this and other tax ex-
tenders through commonsense changes 
in the tax code. In the meantime, I sup-
port this extension of the adoption tax 
credit, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation but to continue to 
work for more responsible fiscal poli-
cies. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and I 
appreciate the gentleman’s comments 
in support of the bill. I would like to 
say that we have confirmed with the 
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